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ried the rich widow of Eichard James, of that Island. In 1676 
he 'gave to Sir Joseph Williamson an interesting account of 
Bacon's Rebellion, which has been printed in the Virginia Maga- 
zine of History and Biography, Vol. I. In March, 1678, he was 
appointed attorney-general. He was elected a burgess in 1684 
and in 1696, and in 1687 was coroner and justice of James City 
county. His will was dated August 11, 1697. He owned a large 
part of Jamestown Island, and he left all his property, after the 
death of his widow Rachel, to Jeffrey Jeffreys, of London, Esq^ 
He was buried at Jamestown where there is still to be seen a 
broken tombstone to his memory. His widow Rachel was first- 
wife of Edward Jaqueline, but there were no children by this, 
marriage, though Jaqueline succeeded to the rights of William 
Sherwood upon the Island, and transmitted them to the Amblers 
through his second wife, Martha, daughter of William Cary. 



LIST OP THE COLONIAL SECRETARIES. 
Capt. Gabriel Archer, recorder 1607-1610. 
William Strachey, recorder, May, 1610; summer 1611. 
Ralph Hamor, recorder, 1611-1614. 
John Rolfe, recorder, 1614-1619. 

John Pory, first secretary of state, so-called, April 19, 1619- 
August, 1622. 

Christopher Davison, 1622-1624. 

Edward Sharpless, clerk and deputy- secretary, 1624-1625. 

Col. William Claiborne, secretary, 1625-1634, 1652-1660. 

Richard Kempe, 1634-1649. 

George Reade, deputy-secretary, 1640-1642. 

Richard Lee, 1649-1652. 

Thomas Ludwell, 1660-1678. 

Philip Ludwell, deputy- secretary, 1674-1677. 

Daniel Parke, secretary, 1678-1679. 

Nicholas Spencer, 1679-1689. 

William Cole, 1690-1692. 

Christopher Robinson, July 5, 1692-1693. 

Ralph Wormeley, 1693-1703. 

Edmund Jenings, 1704-1712, 1720-1722. 

Dr. William Cocke, 1712-1720. 

John Carter, 1722-1743. 

Thomas Nelson, 1744-1776. 
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SKETCHES OP THE SECEETAEIES OF THE COLONY 
OP VIEGIlSriA. 

Captain Gabeiel Aechee, Recorder Sept., 1607-1609-'10. 
Of Mountnessing, Essex county, student at Gray's Inn, March 15, 
1593. First secretary or recorder of the first colony in Virginia, 
■where he died in the winter of 1609-'10. Archer's Hope, on 
James Eiver, was named for him. He left no children, and his 
brother John in England was his heir in Virginia. 

William Steachet, Recorder May, 1610-summer of 1611. 
One of the Gray's Inn Society; sailed from England with Sir 
Thomas Gates and Sir Thomas Dale, and was wrecked on the 
Bermudas in 1609. He arrived at Jamestown in May, 1610, and 
returned to England in the summer of 1611. He wrote an inter- 
esting account of Virginia. He was descended from Sir John 
Strachey, one of the twenty knights made at the investiture of 
Edward VI. in 1547. He was living in 1620. His line seems to 
run as follows : William^ Strachey, of Saffron Walden, in Essex 
(born 1547; died 1586), had William^ (born 1561-1598). Wil- 
liam^ Strachey married Mary Cook, and they had Seceetaet 
William' Steachet, who married Prances Poster. They had 
William'' Strachey, who died in 1634. (He was probably Wil- 
liam Strachey living at Hog Island in the company of Sir George 
Yardly in 1625, aged seventeen.) He married, first, Eleanor 
Eead, by whom he had William' Strachey, who came to Virginia 
and died in 1686. (He was probably the William Strachey who 
states his age in York county, Va., in May, 1660, to be thirty-four 
years or thereabouts. He left a daughter, Arabella, who married 
Henry Cox, of Essex county, and has descendants in Virginia.) 
By his second marriage with Elizabeth Cross, niece of Sir Eobert 
Cross, who fought the Spanish Armada, William* Strachey had 
John' Strachey (1634-1674), whose grandson. Dr. John' Stra- 
chey, came to Virginia, and has now descendants of the name of 
Mastin living in Alabama. (See Quaeteelt, IV., 192 and V., 
page C.) 

Ealph Hamoe, Je., Recorder, 1611-1614. He went to Vir- 
ginia in 1609, and remained until June 18, 1614. He acted as 
recorder after William Strachey's departure. His father Ealph 
Hamor, Sr., was a prominent London merchant-tailor. The son 
wrote A True Discourse of the Present State of Virginia. He 
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returned to Virginia in May, 1617, and was a member of the 
Council from 1621 to 1628. His brother Thomas Hamor was 
also in Virginia, but neither, as far as any records show, left de- 
scendants in this country. 

John Eolpe, Recorder, 1614-1619. He came of an ancient 
family in Heacham, in Norfolk County. He was son of John 
Eolfe and Dorothea Mason his wife. He was bom May 6, 1585. 
He sailed for Virginia in June, 1608, was wrecked on the Ber- 
mudas, where, by his first wife, married in England, he had a 
daughter bom to him, called Bermuda. He married, secondly, 
Pocahontas, daughter of Powhatan, by whom he had a son,. 
Thomas, who has numerous descendants in Virginia. 

He married, thirdly, Jane, daughter of Capt. William Pierce, 
by whom he had a daughter named Elizabeth. 

John Poet, First Secretary of State, so-called. April 19, 
1619-August, 1622. He entered Caius College in 1587, was a 
Master of Arts, member of Parliament, geographer, traveller, 
diplomat, etc. He was cousin-german of Sir George Yardleys 
wife, "Temperance Yardley als West." He arrived in Virginia 
April 19, 1619. He was the first "Secretary of Estate, that ever 
was chosen and appointed by commission from the Counsell and 
Company in England, under their hand and common seal." He 
had the honor to preside, as speaker, over the first representative 
assembly in America, at Jamestown, July 31, 1619. He died 
in England in 1635-'36. He left no descendants in Virginia. 

Cheistophee Davison, 1622-1624. Last Secretary of the 
Colony before the death of King James I. He was eldest son of 
William Davison of Stepney, Middlesex, Secretary of State under 
Queen Elizabeth, and of Catherine Spelman his wife, a relative 
of Sir Henry Spelman. He was born about 1577, and is said to 
have been a student of Gray's Inn. He had two brothers, both 
poets, Walter and Erancis. He was elected secretary by the 
London Company June 11, 1621. He arrived at Jamestown in 
October, 1621. He died before 1624. 

Edward Sharpless, Clerh and Deputy Secretary, 1624-1625.. 
When Pory and other commissioners from England came in 
1624, Edward Sharpless was appointed acting secretary on the 
death of Davison. On the 15th of June, 1625, Governor Wyatt 
and council notified the privy council in England that "they had 
cut ofi: the ears of Edward Sharpless because he had violated his- 
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oath and delivered to the commissioners papers committed to his 
■charge, which greatly concerned them." 

Col. William Claiborne, 1635-1634, 1652-1660. He was 
the first secretary appointed by the king after the revocation of 
the charter in 1635. He came of a family of great respectability 
in Westmoreland County, England, and was second son of Ed- 
ward Claiborne, Esq. He was born in 1587, and married (1) 

■Jane Buller, of London, and (3) Elizabeth , of Virginia. 

He was sent to Virginia as a surveyor in 1631, and was appointed 
secretary of state in 1635, and was member of the Council in 
1636. In 1629 he attacked and defeated the Indians at Canda- 
yack, near West Point, at the junction of the Pamunkey and 
Mattaponi Elvers. In 1631 he obtained a license from the king 
to trade in furs with the Indians. He established trading posts 
at Kent and Palmer Islands in Chesapeake Bay. When Lord 
Baltimore obtained a patent for Maryland, Claiborne, voicing the 
feelings of the Virginia people, resisted this spoliation of the 
territory of the older colony. It was the beginning of a long 
struggle, in which he shows up as the central figure in Virginia 
history, till Cromwell decided the question against him and con- 
firmed Lord Baltimore in his possessions. Among the incidents 
of this interesting chapter in colonial history was the deposition 
in 1635 of Sir John Harvey, who sympathized with Lord Balti- 
more, and was seized and sent out of the country by Claiborne 
and his friends. Before this time, however, in 1634, Harvey had 
brought about the removal of Claiborne from his office as secre- 
tary. In 1653, he was appointed by the Parliament one of the 
-commissioners to reduce Virginia and Maryland to obedience to 
the new authorities in England. He was successful in his pur- 
pose, and again obtained his office of secretary, and held it until 
Charles II. was restored to the throne in 1660. For many years 
he had had his chief residence at the present site of Hampton, 
but he now retired to Eomancoke, near West Point, the scene of 
his former victory over the Indians. Here he lived many years, 
•dying in 1676, aged eightj^-nine years. He remained uncon- 
quered in spirit to the last, and one of his latest acts was to 
address to Parliament a long recital of his injuries suffered at 
the hands of the Baltimores, and to urgently appeal for the 
union of that colony with Virginia, from which it had been 
.unjustly taken. The county of New Kent was named, it is be- 
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lieved, after his beloved Kent Island, being created in the year 
1654, during the period of his greatest power in Virginia. He 
has many descendants in Virginia and in the South. He is 
-kaown in Maryland history as "Claiborne the Eebel," but he was 
in fact one of the greatest patriots of his or any age. 

EiOHAED Kempe, 1634-1640, 1642-1649. Eichard Kempe was 
-a son, it is believed, of Sir Eobert Kempe, of Gissing, in Suffolk 
County, England. He was a friend of Sir John Harvey, and an 
■enemy of Claiborne. When in 1639 Harvey was supplanted as 
governor by Sir Francis Wyatt, Kempe, by the influence of Lord 
Baltimore and Secretary of State "Windebank, retained his place 
as secretarjr. Incurring the enmity of Eev. Anthony Panton, 
whom Harvey and himself had treated with great severity, he 
returned to England in 1640 to defend his conduct, leaving his 
friend George Eeade as deputy secretary. Eichard Kempe staid 
in England about two years, and returned in 1643 to his old 
post, with Sir William Berkley. He was deputy-governor during 
the absence of the latter in England in 1644-'46. He made his 
will in 1649, and his widow Elizabeth (whose maiden name is 
not known) married, secondly. Sir Thomas Lunsford, and after 
his death, thirdly, Major-General Eobert Smith. He left no 
■children, but there is a numerous Virginia family of his name 
■descended from his nephew, Edmund Kempe. 

George Eeade^ Deputy-Secretary, 1640-1642. He was a 
nephew of Sir Francis Windebank, secretary of state to Charles 
I., and his brother Eobert was clerk to the same. He was de- 
scended from an ancient family in Southampton County, Eng- 
^land, who traced to Alfred the Great. He was ancestor of George 
Washington. He died in York county, Va., in 1675. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of Capt. Nicholas Marteaw (Anglicised 
"Martian"), a French Walloon, who was very prominent in our 
■early records. 

EiOHAED Lee^ 1649-1652. He was the ancestor of the illus- 
trious Lee family of Virginia. In deeds and in his will, he calls 
himself of "Stratford Laugton in the County of Essex Esquire." 
He settled first in York county about 1642, and removed thence 
to Northumberland. He was burgess, councillor, etc. In 1649 he 
is said to have visited Charles II. at Breda, and to have invited 
him to make Virginia his home. After the surrender of the 
colony in 1653 he quietly submitted to the authority of the Par- 
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liament, so as to be afterwards accounted "faithful and useful to- 
the interests of the Commonwealth." He died in 1665, leaving 
numerous descendants. (See "Sketch" among the Attorney- 
Generals.) 

Thomas Ludwell, 1660-1678. At the restoration in 1660, 
Thomas Ludwell was commissioned as secretary in the place of 
Col. William Claiborne. He came to Virginia about 1642, and 
is referred to as "Lieutenant" in an early land grant, having 
doubtless served in the army of Charles I. He was son of 
Thomas Ludwell, of Bruton, in Somersetshire, and Jane Cotting- 
ton, daughter of James Cottington, the brother of Lord Cotting- 
ton. He lived at "Eichneck," near Williamsburg. In 1675 he 
went to England as one of the agents of the House of Burgesses 
to secure a revocation of the grants to Lords Arlington and Cul- 
peper, and to obtain a charter for Virginia. He returned in 
1677, and died soon after, October 1, 1678. He left no descend- 
ants. 

Philip Ludwell, Deputy-Secretary, 1675-1677. He was 
brother to Thomas Ludwell, was governor of North Carolina, 
member of the Virginia Council and deputy-secretary in the ab- 
sence of his brother Thomas, in England. During Bacon's Re- 
bellion he warmly supported Sir William Berkeley, being per- 
haps his most trusted officer. He married, first, Lucy, daughter 
of Capt. Robert Higginson, commander, in 1645, at Middle 
Plantation, and, secondly. Dame Prances Berkeley, widow of 
Sir William Berkeley. By his first marriage he left descendants. 
He died in England some time after 1707, there being a letter 
in the Virginia Historical Society from him of that date. 

Daniel Paeke, October, 1678, - March 6, 1679. He was born 
in the County of Essex, in England, and came to Virginia about- 
1650. He settled in York county, near Williamsburg, and rep- 
resented the county in the House of Burgesses in 1666. In 1674 
he was appointed one of the agents of Virginia to protest against 
the grants to Arlington and Culpeper. In 1674 he was also a 
member of 'the Council, and was one of the treasurers of Virginia. 
He was a vestryman of Bruton Parish, in which church a tablet 
was erected reciting that he died March 6, 1679. He was ap- 
pointed secretary of state after liudwell's death, but survived him 
only a few months. He married Rebecca Evelyn, widow of Bar- 
tholomew Knipe, and daughter of George Evelyn, who was 
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brother of Captain Eobert Evelyn, celebrated in the history of 
Maryland. George and Eobert Evelyn were sons of Eobert 
Evelyn, of Long Ditton, in Surry County, England, and first 
■cousins of the famous diarist John. Evelyn of Wotton. Col. 
Parke left a son, Daniel Parke, Jr., whose daughter Lucy mar- 
Tied Col. William Byrd, of Westover, and whose daughter Fanny 
married Col. John Custis, of Northampton county. 

KiCHOLAS Spencee, 1679-1689. He was second son of Mch- 
•olas Spencer, Esq., of Cople, in Bedfordshire, England, by his 
wife Mary, daughter of Sir Edward Gastwick, of Wellington, in 
County Bedford, knight and baronet. He settled in Westmore- 
land, where the parish of Cople was named in honor of the parish 
of his home in England ; was secretary for many years after the 
death of Thomas Ludwell; was acting governor in September, 
1683. He died September 33, 1689. He married Prances, 
^daughter of Col. John Mottrom, of Northumberland, and left 
several children, who have descendants in Virginia. He was 
cousin of Lord Thomas Culpeper. 

William Cole, 1690-1692. He is supposed to have been a son 
■of William Cole, who represented Nutmeg Quarter in the House 
of Burgesses in 1629. Some have supposed him to have been a 
son of Sir William Cole, of the County of Fermanagh, Ireland. 
But the arms on his tombstone differ from his. He purchased 
an estate in Warwick county, Va., from Dame Prances Berkeley 
in 1674; was made a member of the Council in March, 1674-'75, 
.and made secretary of state January 17, 1690. He supported 
Berkeley during Bacon's Eebellion, and played for years an 
active part in the civil administration. But he did not long sur- 
vive his appointment as secretary, dying March 4, 1693-'4, in his 
fifty-sixth year. He married at least three times, his last two 
wives being Anne, daughter of Governor Edward Digges and 
Martha, daughter of Col. John Lear. By the last he had a son, 
William, from whom a numerous progeny has descended. 

Col. Cheistophee Eobinson, July 5, 1692-1693. He was 
brother of John Eobinson, Bishop of London, who was for many 
■years embassador to Sweden, and represented England as first 
plenipotentiary at the Congress of Utrecht. He was son of John 
Eobinson, of Cleasby, in Yorkshire, who married Elizabeth, 
■daughter of Christopher Potter, of the same place. He was born 
•.at Cleasby in 1645, came to Virginia in 1666, and settled in 
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Middlesex county, Va., where he called his estate "Hewick."" 
Member of the Burgesses in 1691, appointed to the Council the 
same year, and made secretary of state in July, 1692. He died 
in the early part of 1693. He married, first, Agatha, daughter 
of Bertram Obert. He married, secondly, Catherine, widow of 
Major Eobert Beverley, and before him of Major Theophilus 
Hone. He has numerous descendants in Virginia. 

Ealph Wormeley, 1693-1703. He was a descendant of Sir 
John de Wormeley, of Hadfield, County York. His father was 
Ealph Wormeley, Esq., burgess and councillor. His mother was 
Agatha Eltonhead, who married (1) Luke Stubbins, of Accomac 
county; (2) Ealph Wormeley, (3) Sir Henry Chicheley, gover- 
nor of Virginia. Secretary Wormeley was born in 1650, and died- 
December 5, 1703. He matriculated July 14, 1665, at Oriel Col- 
lege, Oxford, was a member of the House of Burgesses 1674, ap- 
pointed member of the Council 1677, secretary of state in 1693,, 
and was in the same year president of the Council. He lived in 
such state at "Eosegill," on the Eappahannock, that he was called 
"the greatest man in Virginia." He married (1) Catherine,, 
widow of Col. Peter Jenings, and daughter of Sir Thomas Luns- 
ford, by whom he had two daughters, Elizabeth, who married 
John Lomax, and Catherine, who married Gawin Corbin. He 
married (2) Elizabeth Armistead, daughter of Col. John Arm- 
istead, of Gloucester county, and had several sons and daughters. 
Eosegill, his beautiful home on the Eappahannock, was the resi- 
dence at different times of two of the governors of Virginia, Sir- 
Henry Chicheley, who married Wormeley's mother, and Lord 
Howard, of Effingham, who preferred the Eappahannock to the- 
James. 

Edmund Jenings, 1704-1712. (See for Sketch under Attor- 
ney-Generals, July number, p. 190.) 

William Cocke, M. D., 1712-1723. By an arrangement with. 
Dr. Cocke, approved of by Queen Anne, according to which Col. 
Jennings retained half the fees, the latter resigned his office, and 
a commission (the original of which hangs in the library of 
William and Mary), bearing date January 25, 1712, was issued 
to Dr. William Cocke. This gentleman was born of reputable- 
parents at Salisbury in Suffolk, England. He was educated at 
Queen's College, Cambridge. He presented his commission to- 
the Council in Virginia June 10, 1712. Soon after his- arrival? 
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Col. Nathaniel Harrison died, and Dr. Cocke took his place in 
the Council. He resided in Williamsburg, and was a skillful 
physician. His wife was Elizabeth, sister of Mark Catesby, the 
naturalist, who visited him in Williamsburg. While sitting as 
judge of the General Court at the capitol, he suddenly fell a vic- 
tim to a stroke of paralysis on Oct. 22, 1720. He was buried at 
the west end of the altar in Bruton Church, and a handsome 
tablet was placed on the walls to his memory. His widow mar- 
ried, secondly. Col. John HoUoway, an eminent lawyer of Wil- 
liamsburg. She died March 4, 1755. Dr. Cocke was grand- 
father of General Woodford, of the American Eevolution, and 
has many descendants in Virginia and in the South. Edmund 
Jenings succeeded him as secretary of state, and acted as such 
till 1733. Jenings died June 3, 1727. (Bruton Parish Eegister.) 

John Caetee, 1732-1743. He was the son of Eobert Carter, 
known as "King Carter," on account of his "pride," and of 
Judith Armistead, his wife, and grandson of Col. John Carter, 
the emigrant. He was educated in the law at the Middle Temple 
in England, appointed secretary of Virginia in 1733, and member 
of the Council in 1724. He was born about 1690, and died April 
30, 1743. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Col. Edward Hill, 
of Shirle}^, Charles City county, and has many descendants in 
Virginia and the South. 

Thomas Nelson-, 1744-1776. He was the son of Thomas 
Nelson, of Yorktown, and uncle of Gen. Thomas Nelson, of the 
American Revolution. He was grandson of Hugh Nelson, of 
Penrith, Cumberland County, England. His mother was Mar- 
garet Eeade, a granddaughter of Secretary George Eeade, who 
was also ancestor of Gen. George Washington. He was bom in 
1716, and died at Yorktown in 1784. He became secretary of 
state in 1744, and remained in that office till the Eevolution. He 
married Lucy, daughter of Henry and Martha (Burwell) Armi- 
stead, and left descendants. 



DAVID WICKLIFPE. 
{First child horn of Protestant parents in the State of Maryland.) 
Virginia Dare, daughter of Ananias and Eleanor Dare, wlio was 

born August 27, 1587, was the first child of English parents born on the 

soil of the United States. 

Virginia Laydon, daughter of John and Ann Laydon, born in 1609, 



